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Figure 2-1  Geographic tongue. Irregularly bordered areas
of dekeratinized and desquamated filiform papillae appear
as erythematous patches on the dorsum of the tongue
bordered by elevated grayish white areas of acantholysis and
hyperkeratosis.
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Box 2-2 Documented Possible Causes
of Burning Mouth Syndrome

Local Factors

Mechanical irritation

Allergy

Infection

Oral habits and parafunctions
Myofascial pain

Systemic Factors
Vitamin deficiency
Iron deficiency anemia
Xerostomia
Menopause

Diabetes

Parkinson’s disease
Medication

Psychogenic Factors
Depression

Anxiety

Psychosocial stressors
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Figure 4-1 A and B, Mild to more severe palatal mucosal irritation and infection suggest
stages in the development of a denture sore mouth (DSM). C, An implant gingivitis (often
erroneously referred to as a so-called peri-implantitis) is present, and this is readily
addressed with improved hygiene and soft tissue massage (D).
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